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FOUR COMPANIES AND OWNERS CHARGED WITH HEALTH CARE FRAUD 

Three companies indicted today; one couple arrested in Liberia 

COLUMBUS - A federal grand jury here today returned three separate indictments 

charging three Columbus companies and their owners with defrauding government health 

insurance programs and other crimes. Two people indicted separately on September 15, 2005 

have been arrested overseas and will be returned to the U.S. to face charges of health care fraud. 

 

Gregory G. Lockhart, United States Attorney for the Southern District of Ohio, and Ohio 

Attorney General Jim Petro announced the indictments and arrests. The indictments are the result 

of investigation by the Southern Ohio Health Care Fraud Task Force whose member agencies 

(listed alphabetically) include the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives; 

Columbus Police Department, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Internal Revenue Service 

Criminal Investigation, the Ohio Attorney General's Medicaid Fraud Control Unit, the Ohio 

Medical Board, the U.S. Postal Inspection Service, and the U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services Office of Inspector General.  

 

Community Home Health Services

 

One indictment charges Community Home Health Services, Inc., 4373 E. Livingston 

Ave., Columbus, Ohio, and Kevin E. Dennis, age 45, of 2525 Sunbury Drive, with two counts 

each of health care fraud and possession of a firearm by an unlawful drug user, and one count 

each of mail fraud, money laundering, possession of crack cocaine, possession with intent to 

distribute crack cocaine and manufacture of crack cocaine. 

 

The indictment alleges that between June 2000 and May 2005 Dennis and Community 

Home Health Services carried out a scheme to defraud Medicaid by billing the program for 

skilled nursing and home health services that were not performed. The indictment also alleges 
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that Dennis committed fraud by not disclosing his 1997 felony conviction in Rhode Island when 

he applied to Medicaid in 2000 to provide home health and skilled nursing services. The fraud 

resulted in payments of $31,719,204 to Dennis and Home Health Services. 

 

The indictment charges that Dennis and Community Home Health Services conspired to 

commit money laundering by moving $658,500 from the company's bank accounts and using it 

for personal expenses. 

 

Dennis and Community Home Health Services are charged with creating false plans of 

care for patients, and creating fictitious times and dates of service for both skilled nursing 

services and daily living services, resulting in fraudulent bills to Medicaid.  

 

Angel Health Care

 

A separate unrelated indictment charges Angel Health Care, 2699 East Main Street, 

Columbus, Ohio, and Wilma Kpohanu, (Pronounced: kuh-POH-noo), age 42, of 9761 Lake of 

the Woods Drive, Delaware, Ohio, with one count of health care fraud and one count of making 

false statements to a health care benefit program. 

 

This indictment alleges that from October 2001 through March 2004, Kpohanu and 

Angel Health Care made materially false statements in connection with health care services, and 

billed Medicaid for skilled nursing services that were not rendered or performed. As part of the 

scheme, Kpohanu and Angel Health forged plans of care indicating skilled nursing services were 

needed; added fictitious times and dates of service for skilled nursing services, creating 

fraudulent bills; and used unapproved providers to perform some services.  

 

Hood Medical Services

 

A third unrelated indictment charges Hood Medical Services, 685 North James Road, 

Columbus, Ohio, and George S. Hood, III, age 57, of 6257 Braiden Court, Columbus, with one 

count of health care fraud and one count of making false statements to a health care benefit 

program.  

 

The grand jury alleges that between March 2000, and February 2005, Hood and Hood 

Medical made materially false statements in connection with health care services, and caused 



bills to be submitted to Medicaid for skilled nursing and home health services which were not 

rendered or performed.  

 

As part of the alleged scheme, Hood, Hood Medical and others added fictitious times and 

dates of service, for both skilled nursing services and daily living services, creating fraudulent 

bills for patients; and created false nursing notes to conceal fraudulent billings. While some 

skilled nursing and home health aid services were provided to patients, defendants submitted 

numerous bogus bills to Medicaid for payment of services not actually performed, including 

home health services performed on hospitalized patients. 

 

Hope Home Health Care

 

Task Force members also announced the arrests of Melee Kermue, (pronounced MAY-

LAY KUHR-myew) age 29, and Wilma Bailey, age 38. They and their company, Hope Home 

Health Care, Inc., 6402 East Main Street, Reynoldsburg, were indicted on September 15, 2005. 

Agents of the Diplomatic Security Service of the U.S. State Department arrested them in their 

home country of Liberia on November 12. They are awaiting extradition to the United States. 

The U.S. Marshals Service will return Kermue and Bailey to Ohio to face charges. 

 

"State and federal internal controls detected patterns of fraud in the delivery of home 

health care," Lockhart said. "This led to creation of a task force combining the resources of local, 

federal and state agencies to prosecute those who try to pick the program's pockets."  

 

"Abuse of the Medicaid program not only hurts the patients who depend on its assistance, 

but all taxpaying citizens," Petro said. "We have an obligation to the people of Ohio to continue 

to root out fraud and abuse and prosecute the bad actors for stealing taxpayer dollars." 

 

Medicaid is a joint federal and state program that provides medical coverage for 

individuals whose incomes are too low to meet the costs of necessary medical services.  

 

The maximum penalty for health care fraud is 10 years imprisonment. The maximum 

sentence for mail fraud is 30 years imprisonment. 

 

Initial appearances for the individuals will be scheduled before a Magistrate Judge in 

United States District Court.  



 

Lockhart commended the cooperative investigation by the agents of the Task Force, and 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Doug Squires, who is prosecuting the case. Lockhart said the 

investigation is ongoing. 

 

An indictment is merely an allegation. All defendants are presumed innocent until and 

unless the government proves the charges beyond a reasonable doubt in court. 
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